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On Oct. 15, President Alberto Fujimori announced his decision to implement measures which would
legalize application of the death penalty against individuals convicted of terrorism. The move was
seen as a response to widespread anti-rebel sentiment, and a rise in Fujimori's popularity, following
the capture last month of Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebel leader Abimael Guzman. Guzman
was tried in a military court and was sentenced to life imprisonment. Fujimori said the process of
implementing the death penalty for terrorist offences first requires a modification of Peru's standing
with regard to the American Convention on Human Rights, known as the San Jose Convention.
Signatories to the Convention may not impose the death penalty. The Peruvian constitution would
also have to be amended. Currently, the constitution stipulates capital punishment only in cases
of individuals convicted of treason when the country is subject to foreign aggression. Fujimori
expressed confidence that the necessary constitutional amendments will be agreed upon by
members of the new constituent assembly. Elections for the constituent assembly are scheduled for
Nov. 22. The constitution also mandates that no law can be applied retroactively. Thus the death
penalty could not be applied against Guzman or other rebel leaders already tried and sentenced.
However, the government has indicated that if it could be proven that rebel leaders continue to
direct terrorist activities from prison, they could then be brought to trial again and potentially
receive the death sentence. On Oct. 16, Fujimori said that for now, Peru would continue to respect
its obligations under the San Jose Convention. He added, however, that Peru plans to request an
exemption from the clauses dealing with the death penalty. If partial suspension of the treaty is not
possible, he said, Peru would then withdraw from the treaty entirely. He called on the international
community to recognize the "exceptional circumstances" Peru is facing in its fight against rebelsponsored terrorism. Next, Fujimori criticized London-based human rights organization Amnesty
International. According to Fujimori, the group "has lost all credibility" by classifying Guzman as
a political prisoner and by casting doubt regarding respect for his rights during the military trial.
Also on Oct. 16, Washington-based human rights group Americas Watch issued a communique
condemning the Peruvian government's violation of the fundamental rights of Guzman and other
Sendero leaders during their trials. The communique also condemned human rights abuses
committed by Sendero over the past 12 years. The communique called for a new and impartial
trial of the rebel leaders in the civilian courts. [Sources: Television Global (Lima) 10/16/92; Inter
Press Service, Associated Press, 10/16/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, Notimex, 10/19/92; Spanish news service EFE, 10/16/92, 10/20/92; Agence France-Presse,
10/15/92, 10/16/92, 10/19/92, 10/20/92, 10/22/92]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

